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keep rockin’

During a NICU experience 

a family is surrounded by 

amazing, often life-saving 

technology. But the heart of 

the experience is the time we 

spend with our babies — the 

precious, sometimes brief 

moments spent holding and 

rocking, loving and praying.
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as Your Family Grows, 
our Family Grows

Each year, over 3,000 babies are born at AHH; 

3,000 families hope for safe deliveries and 

healthy babies. Parents place their trust in 

AHH and 3,000 babies become members of our 

Hospital Family – forever.

 

Nearly 500 babies are cared for in our Level 

III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) each 

year, the highest level of care you can receive 

anywhere.  Recently our NICU was expanded to 

ensure that we are able to continue to provide 

the care needed for our littlest patients and 

their families. 

 

The Hinsdale Hospital Foundation Keep 

Rockin’ Project is an opportunity to transform 

the care we give each NICU family and their 

newest family member.  And that means many 

more lives are touched; more critically ill and 

premature babies thrive; more families can 

spend precious time at their baby’s bedside; 

and we have more occasions to celebrate the 

graduation of babies from our NICU. 



Fortunately, we were able to take him home after 

one month in the NICU and had him at home with 

us for two months.  Our son Jake died in September 

2004.

Our family wanted to honor our son in some way and 

decided that the best way would be to help provide 

enough comfortable rocking chairs for all the NICU 

parents. Rockers like the special yellow chair we 

remember so well, where they can rock their tiny 

infant and just be a family for a few minutes in the 

midst of all of the activity around them.  And so, 

seven years later, the Keep Rockin’ Project was born 

to help support parents during a stressful time and 

help them be as comfortable as possible. 

Christi and Kevin Siksta

Jake’s story 

In May 2004 when we delivered our second son, 

Jake, at Adventist Hinsdale Hospital, our baby was 

rushed to the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), 

a place that was extremely scary to us...at first.  

During the weeks that followed we spent our days 

and nights in the NICU rocking chairs, holding our 

son or rocking next to him while he slept in his bed.  

We both vividly remember wanting to be able to 

get the really nice yellow cushioned rocking chair 

while visiting with our son. 

We remember the day we were sitting in the yellow 

chair holding Jake, when the doctors told us they 

figured out what was wrong with Jake and that 

his condition was “not compatible with life.” We 

sat there rocking in the yellow chair that night 

processing the fact that Jake wasn't going to make it.  Th
e 
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